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Whole School 

 

One of the Governing Body’s most important tasks is to review and approve the school budget, which sets 

out the school’s anticipated income and expenditure for the next 3 years. I am pleased to say that this has 

now been ratified and approved by the Governing Body. 

 

This year, budget setting was particularly challenging.  This is because in each of the next 3 years, our 

income is forecast to decline and our costs set to rise. The governmental cuts we are facing in education 

are very real and very hard and there is little immediate prospect of this changing. To have increasing 

outgoings and decreasing income is not good for any organisation, particularly for those which can do little 

to ‘earn’ more money. 

 

All around the country, this is the picture for most schools; in fact lots of them are already in deficit. Thanks 

to the prudent running of our finances over recent years, we are in a stronger position than many Kent 

schools and the small reserves we have secured will help smooth the effects of the decline in our funding.  

The Governors and Senior Leadership Team will be working closely to monitor the financial position of the 

school and ensure that the school continues to spend its money wisely. As an outstanding school we are 

required to support and collaborate with other schools, work which brings advantages for Claremont for 

both staff and pupils. Crucially, an additional benefit of our collaborative work is that it brings in much 

needed income which is an important part of our budget. 

 

That said, however we look at this, we are entering a period of significant financial pressure, which will 

inevitably mean changes to what Claremont can afford.   

 

The Governing Body is very grateful for the continued support of parents volunteering in school and raising 

money with the PTA.  Thank you for your time and effort.  PTA donations – more than £104,000 over the 

last 4 years - have made a significant contribution to improving school resources for the benefit of all our 

pupils and staff. Given that austerity is likely to be with us for the foreseeable future, this additional 

funding will become an integral part of Claremont’s finances.  We urge you to please do everything you can 

to continue to support the school and PTA.  

 

As Governors, we feel it is important that we communicate this overview of the school’s financial situation 

clearly to you, as we head to more challenging times. 

  

Andy Child 

Governor, Chair of Resources Committee 

 

Please note that morning ICT interventions will resume in September.  You will receive a report on their progress in 

your main school report and a recommendation on whether they continue the club next year.  If in doubt, speak to 

Mrs Street. 

 



 
 
 
 

HELP!! We need you!  

Our friendly PTA has worked incredibly hard, and we can’t thank them enough- they play such a vital part in 

fundraising for our school. In order for this to remain successful, we are looking for some new members. As year 6 are 

moving on, some of the roles have become vacant. It is such a rewarding role, and we would very much like your 

support so that it continues. We are in need of a Chair, a Secretary and new team members; the current Chair is still 

around to provide guidance and support in a handover. The work load is not onerous, and there are already fully 

staffed Clarefest and Summer fete committees. If you are able to become part of the PTA as one of the above, please 

contact Mrs Crockett via admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk  We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

On-line Safety 

Attached to this newsletter, parents will find a useful guide to on-line safety.  This affects us all, and children younger 

and younger are now using the internet in a variety of ways.  Just as we teach our children to cross the road safely 

from a young age, it is our responsibility to teach them how to remain safe on line.  In the Autumn, we will be running 

training for parents, staff, governors and most of all our children, to ensure that we have the best knowledge of how 

to tackle this growing problem.  Meanwhile, if you have any concerns about your child’s online safety, please speak to 

the Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs Street. 

 

Headlice – we have had cases reported in Year R this week. Please remember to bug bust over the weekend! 

This summer, libraries everywhere are encouraging children to help solve a mystery. The annual Summer 

Reading Challenge, for ages 4-11, introduces families to their library, encourages children to choose books 

freely and independently and addresses the “dip” in children's reading that can occur over the summer 

holidays if they don’t have regular access to books and encouragement to read for pleasure. 

 

In All Kent Libraries from 15 July – 16 September 

It’s FREE and it’s FUN! 

 

Children will receive a special folder which introduces the mystery and the Animal Agents who are trying to 

solve it. The challenge is to read at least 6 books over the summer (whatever children choose) and collect 

special stickers along the way. The stickers have amazing artwork by Tony Ross - some have scratch and 

sniff smells too! They fit into the Animal Agents folder, and collecting them all solves the mystery. On 

finishing, children receive a certificate and a medal (while stocks last). There are other Animal Agents 

themed incentives and activities as well – check them out at your local library!   

Find out more on the website www.animal-agents.org.uk  

 
Contact your local library for information on local events and activities that support the challenge.  

PTA Update – Y3/4 Disco scheduled for Wednesday 19th July has been postponed. 

mailto:admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk
http://www.animal-agents.org.uk/
http://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.Libraries.Web.Sites.Public/Default.aspx


Year 1 

 
Year 3 

 
4S 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4S have been growing vegetables from seed. We 
have grown beans, peas, courgettes, squash and 
kale. We took some of our vegetables down to 
Calverley Grounds and planted them in the 
Claremont planter as part of Royal Tunbridge 
Wells in bloom. Keep an eye out for them over 
the summer - you can help yourself to the 
produce! 

 
 

 
 
 

Year 1 - Ashdown Forest Trip. 
Just a reminder that we are going on our school trip on Monday. 
Please look out for a letter in your child's Homework Folder (sent on Thursday) about the day. 
Year 1 Team. 
 

Year 3 Forest School 
Tuesday 11th July for 3C and Tuesday 18th July for 3MT 

 
A letter was sent home yesterday regarding the upcoming Year 3 Forest School days here at Claremont in 
our woods on the Back Field. 
 
The permission / medical form MUST be returned by Monday 10th as they will not be able to participate 
with having returned the form. 
 
Please see the letter for clothing requirements. The timing of the school day and lunch arrangements will 
be as usual. 
 



Y2/3 Choir 
 

Year 6 

 
After School Clubs 

 
 
Diary Dates 

Diary Dates for next week. Please see the calendar page on the website for advanced dates. The calendar 
is updated every Wednesday. For detailed information, please click on the DAY view. 
 
10th July –Year 6 to Isle of Wight, class and sports photos in by 9.00am, Y1 to Ashdown Forest, 22 children to YR 

dental checks 

11th July – 3C Forest School Day, Y2 Egyptians Day, 1.45-2.45pm YR taster session 

12th July – 1.45-2.45pm YR taster session 

13th July – Buddy Training all day 

14th July – 2J/B Class assembly, reports home to parents 

 

Class Medals 

This week’s medals are as follows: 

 
RB – Callum Wilson, Oscar Leeds 
RCT – Alfred Elliott, Poppy Fairfax Scrutton, Tiago Cerrini 
No further medals awarded  

Year 2/3 choir. 
Next week (Thursday 13th July) is the final choir practice before the summer holidays. We would like to 
invite parents to come at 4pm for a short performance of some of the songs we have learnt this term. 
Thank you, Mrs Smith 
 

Year 3 & 4 Cricket Club is now finished for the year  

Thanks to the PTA, Year 6 will be going for ice creams at Gastronomia on the Pantiles at 11am on Wednesday 19th 

July. Please let the Year 6 teachers know if you would like to help to walk down. 


